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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE HELSINKI 2342 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PBOR, PN, FI 

SUBJECT: VISIT OF GENERAL TORRIJOS TO FINLAND 
REF: PANAMA 6905 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. PANAMANIAN LEADER GENERAL OMAR 
TORRIJOS WAS IN FINLAND OCTOBER 9 AND 10. HE WAS 
ACCOMPANIED BY PANAMANIAN FOREIGN MINISTER NICHOLAS 
GONZALEZ, MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE RUBEN DARIO PAREDES 
AND DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE NATIONAL BANK RICARDO DE LA 
ESPRIELLA. 

2. DURING HIS BRIEF 24-HOUR STAY, GENERAL TORRIJOS 
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CALLED ON PRESIDENT KEKKONEN, PRIME MINISTER SORSA AND 
FOREIGN MINISTER VAYRYNEN. DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 
JOHANNES VIROLAINEN HOSTED A LUNCH FOR TORRIJOS 
OCTOBER 10. 

3. TORRIJOS SPOKE BRIEFLY WITH THE PRESS UPON HIS 
ARRIVAL. ON OCTOBER 10 HE GAVE AN INTERVIEW TO THE 
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AFTERNOON NEWSPAPER ILTA SANOMAT AND HELD A PRESS 
CONFERENCE AT THE AIRPORT JUST PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE 
FOR BONN. IN HIS PUBLIC COMMENTS TORRIJOS EXPRESSED 
PANAMA'S SATISFACTION WITH THE CANAL TREATIES, WHICH 
HE SAID SATISFY PANAMANIAN NATIONAL PRIDE. HE 
SAID THE AGREEMENT REACHED WITH THE UNITED STATES 
WOULD AVOID A "SUEZ CANAL" SITUATION. HE 
PREDICTED THAT PANAMANIAN VOTERS WOULD EASILY 
APPROVE THE REFERENDUM ON THE TREATIES. IN 
RESPONSE TO A QUESTION TORRIJOS SAID THAT REJECTION OF 
THE TREATY BY THE US SENATE WOULD BE SERIOUS, 

SAYING THAT IN THAT EVENTUALITY IT IS NOT A CASE 
OF WHAT THE GOVERNMENT OF PANAMA WOULD DO BUT, 

RATHER, WHAT THE PEOPLE OF PANAMA WOULD DO. IN 
RESPONSE TO ANOTHER QUESTION HE SAID PANAMA WOULD 
WELCOME A VISIT BY SENATOR CHURCH OR ANY OTHER 
OFFICIAL INTERESTED IN PANAMA'S VIEWS. HE DID NOT 
RESPOND DIRECTLY TO A QUESTION THAT SUGGESTED THERE 
MIGHT BE DIFFEREING INTERPRETATIONS OF THE TREATIES 
IN WASHINGTON AND PANAMA. 

4. IN ADDITION TO MEETING WITH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
AND THE PRESS, TORRIJOS TOURED THE VALMET SHIPYARDS, 
EXPRESSING PANAMANIAN INTEREST IN OBTAINING SHIPS FOR 
RIVER TRANSPORT: VISITED THE OUTOKUMPU COPPER COMPANY 
WHICH IS INTERESTED IN SELLING A COPPER SMELTING 
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PLANT TO PANAMA; AND DISCUSSED WITH FINNAIR THE DEVELOP- 
MENT OF BETTER AIR TRANSPORT BETWEEN PANAMA AND EUROPE. 
END UNCLASSIFIED. 

5. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. FINNISH FOREIGN 
MINISTRY SOURCES INDICATED THAT OFFICIAL DISCUSSIONS 
WITH TORRIJOS FOCUSED ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY UPON THE 
PANAMA CANAL TREATIES. THEY SAID THAT THE POSITIONS 
EXPRESSED IN PRIVATE BY TORRIJOS WERE THE SAME AS THOSE 
HE HAD GIVEN PUBLICLY TO THE PRESS. IN SHORT HIS 

VISIT TO FINLAND RESULTED IN NO VISIBLE SURPRISES. 

END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 
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